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Sehando, Wintry Days
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Introduction
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Kim Jeonghui (1786-1856, pen name Chusa) was a central figure in the literary
and art world in the first half of the 19th century. He was condemned to exile
and sent to Jeju in 1840. Despite his disgraced status, the loyalty of Kim’s
disciple Yi Sangjeok (1804-1865) never wavered. Yi sent many precious books
over the years to provide his teacher some measure of comfort during
his ordeal. Kim painted Sehando(Wintry Days) as a show of gratitude for this
unwavering devotion, comparing it to an evergreen pine tree that retains its
color through the harsh winter. Sehando passed through several hands over
the years. Thanks to its careful preservation and the generous donation of
Sohn Chang Kun (b. 1929) in 2020, Sehando now belongs to all Korean people.
The National Museum of Korea held an exhibition of the painting to celebrate
this gift, and we are proud to put it on display in Jeju for the first time since it
was created here 178 years ago. The length of the Sehando scroll is matched by
its storied history. We invite you to delve into the saga of its production, long
journey and return.
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