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Preface

Jeju National Museum carried out its Jeju Buddhist Culture Research Study’ project in 2021 as
part of its research program on the island culture of Jeju. The project was the first in a series aimed
at creating a specialized island culture brand for the museum, and serves as the departure point for

a comprehensive, systematic investigation into the essence of Buddhist culture in Jeju.

A team of seven researchers was assembled for this project, comprising experts from the
National Museum of Korea and its affiliated museums, as well as specialists from other institutions.
The team performed intensive research into the extant Buddhist cultural properties of Jeju, and Jeju
National Museum organized an academic seminar in November 2011 to openly share the results
of their investigations. The first session was titled “The Origins and Development of Buddhist
Culture in Jeju’ and featured presentations on four research papers. Three other research papers
were presented in the second session, titled “The Characteristics of Buddhist Culture in Jeju from
the Late Joseon Dynasty to Modern Times. The sessions were followed by compelling round table

discussions on current trends surrounding research related to the culture of Buddhism in Jeju.

The publication of this collection of papers serves as a comprehensive exposition of the results of
the presentations and discussions that took place at the seminar. I hope that it will aid in additional
investigations into the essence of Jeju’s island culture by providing material for more in-depth
analysis of the characteristics of the culture of Buddhism in Jeju. Going forward, Jeju National
Museum will carry out further research studies and continue to explore themes that will contribute

to a better understanding of the history and culture of Jeju.

Lee, Jaeyeal
Director

Jeju National Museum
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Abstract

A Study on the Current Status and Characteristics
of Buddhist Temple Sites on Jeju Island

Lee, HyunSoo(Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage Team leader)

No traces of Buddhist activity from the Three Kingdoms or Unified Silla periods have been
discovered on Jeju Island. However, given the fact that there has been no full-scale archeological
work done across the island, it can not be concluded with certainty that Buddhism was not
transmitted to Jeju prior to the Goryeo period. Trade between Baekje and the Tamna kingdom took
place throughout the Three Kingdoms period, and Baekje was responsible for transmitting Buddhist
ideas as far as Japan. It is reasonable to assume, therefore, that the religion was also brought to Jeju
Island at that time.

Through research into historical records and onsite excavations, 38 temple sites have been
confirmed to have existed in the area corresponding to modern Jeju City, as well as 24 in what is
now the district of Seogwipo City. Among these, 13 sites in Jeju City and 4 sites in Seogwipo City
are known only from historical records, and their exact locations are yet undetermined. So there is
a total of 45 temple sites for which we have confirmed locations and some knowledge of the scope
of their activity. Nonetheless, in the majority of those cases it is difficult to ascertain the full extent
of their remains due to the presence of farms, orchards, roads and residences at the sites. For those
sites at which artifacts and remains of building foundations have been discovered, or at which
excavations have been carried out, we can only gain an understanding of the general characteristics
and corresponding time periods of the temples. Considering that artifacts discovered on or under
the ground at the temple sites, such as pieces of roof tiles with simple and complex fishbone designs
and sherds of celadon pottery, correspond to the work of artisans during the mid- and late Goryeo
periods, it appears that Buddhist culture was flourishing in Jeju during the Goryeo Dynasty. The
earliest known Buddhist stupa in Jeju is the Blue Stone Pagoda found at the Sujeongsa Temple site.
It was constructed using slate, which is not naturally present in Jeju, suggesting that is a product of
the diffusion of Buddhist culture during the Goryeo period. It also provides evidence for continual
contact between Jeju and the mainland throughout the period.

Despite the strictly curtailed scope of Buddhist activity on Jeju during the Joseon Dynsasty
due to restrictions placed on the religion by the mainland authorities' policy of promoting
Confucianism and suppressing Buddhism, the teaching of Buddhism and the performance of

Buddhist rituals continued throughout the era. In contrast to the revival of Buddhism on the
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mainland at the end of the Joseon Dynasty, practice of the religion saw a sharp decline in Jeju due to
the strict policies intended to eliminate Buddhist practice in the province. But Buddhism survived
on Jeju nonetheless, as aspects of the religion were blended with islanders' native folk beliefs.

The characteristics of Buddhist culture in Jeju are unique to the island, having developed
through cultural exchange with the Korean peninsula and blending with pre-existing folk beliefs.
Careful research into historical Buddhist temple sites on Jeju has not yet been carried out. Nor
has there been wide-ranging, multi-perspective research into such topics as the analysis of
stone sculpture production on the island. Much remains to be learned about the introduction
of Buddhism to Jeju and the island's historical cultural exchange with mainland Korea; this will

require further research.

Keywords: Jeju, Buddhism, Buddhist temple sites, Buddhist temples
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Abstract

A Re-examination of Metal Artifacts Unearthed
at Buddhist Temple Sites in Jeju

- Focusing on Bronze Lamp Inscriptions -

Shin, Myunghee(National Museum of Korea, Curator)

Although there are many artifacts from the Buddhist culture that flourished on Jeju in the past,
only a small number of them have become well-known and feature as the subject of research. This
study examines the state of research into artifacts uncovered at Buddhist sites, focusing on the
sites that have become the most widely known, with a reinvestigation and reexamination of metal
artifacts. Although there has been a great deal of research into the most important Buddhist sites
found on Jeju, there are many artifacts for which no information is available and whose purpose
is unknown. The subjects of this research are 37 metal artifacts which were discovered at the
Beobhwasa Temple, Sujeongsa Temple and Jonjaam Hermitage sites. Most of the artifacts have a
known purpose, such as bronze coins from China and Korea, fragments of chopsticks, and gilt
bronze nails. Although the gilt bronze artifacts have become known as part of a halo of a statue, this
conclusion seems to have been made prematurely; they appear to have in fact been used as part of
an ornament along with fragments of other metal artifacts.

Small bronze dishes that are of similar size and shape have been unearthed at the Beobhwasa Temple
and Sujeongsa Temple sites. Based on the fact that an artifact discovered at the Beobhwasa Temple site
bears the inscription FEHEREHIAT AR T 45, meaning "Four oil lamps with the same design have
been offered in front of the Lotus Sutra. The offering was made by Ju-gyeong." we can conclude that the
dishes were parts of bronze lamps. There are cases in which the character for lamp, T, which appears in
this inscription, has been mistakenly used through confusion with another character, 5, also meaning
lamp, however there are several examples of stone and metal inscriptions from the era in which the
temples were in use where the character /& was written in its alternate form, £7.

The small bronze dish discovered at the Sujeongsa Temple site appears to correspond to the
lamp discovered at the Beophwasa Temple site, but no firm conclusion has been reached in this

regard. This study shows that the inscription on the dish includes the characters “EszOOCOE
OO0O0%O..”, in which 32 is the era name of Emperor Hye (¥4, 1399-1402, corresponding to

the period covering the first year of the reign of the Joseon Dynasty King Jeongjong to the second
year of King Taejong's reign), who was the second ruler of the Ming Dynasty, providing a clue to

the date of its production. The Sujeongsa Temple site is regarded as a Buddhist site dating to the
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Goryeo Dynasty, and many artifacts from that era have been discovered at the site, but given the
confirmation of a Joseon era artifact from the site with an inscription that refers to a Ming Dynasty
emperor whose reign dates to the Joseon Dynasty, it can be concluded that the temple remained in
use until that period.

The bronze dish discovered at the Sujeongsa Temple site contains evidence of being part of a
lamp, and based on the re-examination of the I3 ‘lamp’ inscription on the Beophwasa Temple
artifact, many bronze lamps have recently been confirmed as dating to the Goryeo era. The majority
of artifacts discovered at temples from the Goryeo period and inscribed objects that were offered
to the Buddha at temple sites on the mainland are bronze dishes that show a similarity to artifacts
unearthed in Jeju. I examined the inscription on a bronze incense burner discovered in Goesan
Sadam-ri that is part of the Cheongju National Museum collection. It states that one incense
burner and 40 lamps (£75%) were produced and offered to the Buddha at the temple. This provides
an example of the characters £ being used for the word lamp, such as was done on the bronze
lamp discovered at the Beophwasa Temple site in Jeju, and furthermore, the artifacts unearthed
in Goesan Sadam-ri include small bronze dishes typical of the Goryeo era, which are clearly
parts of bronze lamps. In addition, among the small bronze dishes belonging to the collection of
the National Museum of Korea, there is a dish containing the inscription F&E<F424 F{AR B 2
T4T, meaning “1,000 sacred lamps were offered in prayer in front of Buddha at the main hall of
Yeongtongsa Temple”, which also shows that it was part of a bronze lamp. These artifacts are all of
a similar size and shape, and all use the characters %] for lamp, which shows that they were the
typical lamps used as objects offered in prayer to the Buddha during that era.

The number and variety of metal artifacts discovered in Jeju is extremely limited, but they are
important for the identification of the characteristics of temples on the island and the cultural
exchange that took place with the mainland in the past. Although the bronze lamp discovered at
the Beophwasa Temple site is slightly different from typical Goryeo era lamps, the inscription on
it provides confirmation that other artifacts that were used as offerings made to the Buddha were

indeed parts of bronze lamps.

Keywords: Beophwasa Temple site, Sujeongsa Temple site, bronze lamps
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Abstract

The Characteristics and Development Background
of Buddhist Stone Pagodas in Jeju

Jin, Jounghwan(Iksan National Museum, Chief curator)

People on Jeju developed a distinctive material culture due to the island's considerable distance
from the Korean Peninsula. Known as the Nation of Tamna, the formation and maintenance of the
island's independent political system took place within the context of its unique cultural identity
between the Three Kingdoms Period and the North-South Kingdoms Period. However, Tamna fell
under the sphere of influence of the Goryeo Dynasty shortly after its founding in 918. Although
still nominally independent, it fell under the control of Goryeo at the beginning of the 11th century,
and was formally incorporated into the Dynasty in the early 12th century. A governing official was
dispatched to the island from the mainland during the rule of King Eui-Jong. It is believed that
Buddhism fully took root on Jeju during the Goryeo Dynasty. This can be inferred from the oldest
remaining relics of the Buddhist faith on the island, namely two stone pagodas - the Five-story Stone
Pagoda at the site of Wondangsa Temple and the Blue Stone Pagoda at the Sujeongsa Temple site.

The purpose of this study is to shed light on the historical period and development background
of these iconic stone pagodas on Jeju. By doing so, a better understanding of the transmission of
Buddhism and Buddhist art in Jeju can be gained, along with the status of Buddhist temples in the
early stages of the religion's development on the island.

Through a comparison with the formation and styles of stone pagodas and Buddhist art in the
Goryeo period, it is clear that the two stone pagodas on Jeju were constructed during the 12th
century when a county magistrate was dispatched from Goryeo to Tamna. Wondangsa Temple
seems to have been constructed during the mid-11th century at the time that a garrison was being
built for the gudangsa (official in charge of ports and harbors) sent to the island from Goryeo. The
pagoda at Wondangsa Temple was built onsite by natives of Jeju Island using the locally available
basalt rock, according to a painted design. The pagoda is believed to have been modelled after the
octagonal 9-story pagoda at Bohyeonsa Temple on Mount Myohyang, which was a focus of great
interest in Goryeo society at that time. The builders on Jeju had limited knowledge of pagodas and
were lacking in craftsmanship of such structures, so the body stones don't fit cleanly to the roof
stones and some structural elements are missing, leaving the pagoda with an unrefined appearance.
In order to avoid the structural deficiencies of the stone pagoda at Wondangsa Temple that arose

through its construction from a painted design, the Blue Stone Pagoda at Sujeongsa Temple appears
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to have been built on the mainland at the same time as the temple was being built, or to have been
re-assembled from pieces of a privately-owned pagoda that were shipped over. While it is highly
likely that Wondangsa Temple and Sujeongsa Temple were built as jaboksa (temples whose purpose
was to pray for the prosperity of the nation) for Tamna-hyeon (Tamna County), it is believed that
the selection of sites for Buddhist temples, statues, pagodas and flagpole supports was heavily

influenced by the theory of complementarity of temples and Buddhist stone pagodas.

Key-words : Jeju, Tamna, Goryeo, Buddhist Stone Pagodas, Wondangsa Temple, Sujeongsa Temple
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Abstract

The Relationship between Buddhist Sculpture and
the Question of the Origin of Dolhareubang in Jeju

Jeong, SeongKwon(Dankook University, Academic Research Professor )

Dolhareubang (stone grandfathers) are stone statues that have become leading symbols of Jeju
and an iconic part of the island's culture. They were originally placed outside the gates of Jeju's
three walled towns; 47 of the original 48 statues created in the pre-modern era have survived to the
present day.

This study begins by revealing the strong credibility of documents stating that the Dolhareubang
originally located at the walled town of Jeju, the island's center of administration, were created
under the orders of Kim Mong-Gyu in 1754 during his term in office as the island's magistrate. The
town walls of Daejeong-hyeon and Jeongui-hyeon were constructed in the early Joseon Dynasty
period, and Dolhareubang were placed outside their gates. However, one of the Dolhareubang in
Daejeong-hyeon, #2-34, has features that are foreign to Jeju but highly characteristic of stone statues
that are widespread in regions that were controlled and influenced by the Turkish khanates. This
study contains a comparative analysis of statues from those areas and the Dolhareubang statues
in Daejeong-hyeon. This analysis leads to the conclusion that it is highly likely that four of the
Daejeong-hyeon Dolhareubang, which are relatively large and carved with a high degree of skill,
were created between the latter half of the 13th century and the first half of the 14th century by
hachi (herdsmen) originating from the Kipchak Khanate, part of the Mongol Empire, during the
Mongol occupation of Jeju.

These Dolhareubang seem to have been moved from their original locations to the entrance
gates of the walled town of Daejeong-hyeon in the first half of the 15th century, where they took on
the role of guardians of the town gates. The Dolhareubang at Jeongui-hyeon are thought by scholars
to have been sculpted soon after this, towards the end of the early 15th century. Through an analysis
of Jeju's leading examples of Buddhist sculpture, the boksin mireuk (Maitreya god of good fortune)
statues, I was able to show that Dolhareubang were placed outside the gates of Daejeong-hyeon and
Jeongui-hyeon around the first half of the 15th century.

I was led to conclude that the boksin mireuk statues were sculpted sometime around the latter
half of the 15th century based on the fact that they have hats with rounded tops called bogae that
were fashionable for a short period around that time, and by comparison with other Buddhist

statues. I was able to show, therefore, that the Daejeong-hyeon and Jeongui-hyeon Dolhareubang

12 AL AT Bagste] Az} U



were placed in front of the gates of the walled towns sometime in the first half of the 15th century,
prior to the second half of the 15th century. The facial expressions of the Dolhareubang at the town
of Jeju bear a close resemblance to sacheonwang (four devas) statues at temples first built during the
17th century.

The origin of Jeju's Dolhareubang can be found in the four Dolhareubang at Daejeong-hyeon
which were created by Mongolian herdsmen born in the Kipchak Khanate, who placed them on top
of hills on the island; the style of those Dolhareubang was influenced by stone statues from regions
controlled and influenced by Turkic people and their culture. These Dolhareubang were later moved
from the hilltops to the entrances of Daejeong-hyeon when walls were built around the town, and
took on the role of guardian spirits. Dolhareubang were set up at Jeongui-hyeon shortly after the
Daejeong-hyeon Dolhareubang were constructed. This 15th century trend of placing stone statues
at the entrances to walled towns on the island influenced the creation of the boksin mireuk statues
at the town of Jeju. Following the example of the Dolhareubang at Daejeong-hyeon and Jeongui-
hyeon, and the tradition of setting up seokjangseung (stone totem poles) on the Korean peninsula,
one of Jeju's 18th century magistrates, Kim Mong-Gyu, ordered the creation of Dolhareubang for
the town of Jeju. Jeju's Dolhareubang can be considered as representative examples of Asian stone

statues, which were built due to an exchange of culture between Korea and the Eurasian continent.

Keywords: Jeju, Jeju-eupseong Dolhareubang, Daejeong-hyeon Dolhareubang, Jeongui-hyeon

Dolhareubang, Turkish stone statues, khun chuluu, Mongolian stone statues, Kurgan stelae, balbal
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Abstract

Old Sacred Objects in New Sacred Places

- Joseon Era Buddhist Statues in Jeju -

Yang, Sumi(National Museum of Korea, Curator)

What are the most important factors when temples are established in a new region? Critical
elements include the founders and patrons who provide the resources necessary to build a center for
the transmission of Buddhism, monks to lead the operation of the temple, and statues of Buddha
and ritual articles and utensils kept on Buddhist altars at the structures used for Buddhist worship.
The construction and enshrining of statues of Buddha in particular is a core element of preparing
a temple to serve as a sacred religious site. In the establishment of a temple the Buddhist statues to
be enshrined do not necessarily need to have been newly constructed. This article begins with the
question of how we ought to view Buddhist sculptures that were removed from their original site of
enshrinement.

There are more than 20 Buddhist statues in Jeju that are believed to have been constructed
during the Joseon Dynasty. But the majority of them were brought to Jeju after the beginning of the
20th century, so they do not belong to the tradition of locally-produced statues from that era. These
statues have so far been accepted as belonging to the category of Joseon Dynasty Buddhist statuary
from Jeju, or have been considered rather simply in the context of the history of Joseon Buddhist
sculpture, overlooking the fact that they were transported from mainland Korea and re-enshrined
later on Jeju Island. This study examines Buddhism and the creation of Buddhist art in Jeju in the
period leading up to the importation of Buddhist statuary from other regions. The purpose of this
study is to uncover the characteristics of Buddhist statues in Jeju created during the Joseon Dynasty
and discover their meaning within the context of the history of Buddhism in Jeju by focusing on
those Joseon era statues for which we have definite knowledge of the time of their creation and their
original site of enshrinement.

The existing Joseon Buddhist statues in Jeju are highly significant due to the fact that the time
of their construction by representative sculptor monks of that era is known with certainty. These
statues provide examples of the artwork and activity of relatively unrecognized sculptor monks
such as Hyang-eom and Su-il, and our ability to study examples of extremely rare Bodhisattva
statues from the 16th century makes the statues especially important. They are also meaningful
as sacred objects with a long history that includes having being removed from the context of their

original shrines to be transported and re-enshrined in newly prepared sites in the past. The statues
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must have played a pivotal role in the Buddhist faith in Jeju, given that the growth of the religion
faced limitations due to the lack of large temples on the island. Given the lack of information on the
matter, it is difficult to say exactly when and why Buddhist statues were transported to Jeju, but we
can safely assume that the circumstances of their transportation were closely related to the existing
status of Buddhism on Jeju at the time.

The 1911 Sachal-ryeong (Temple Act) enacted under Japanese rule made it impossible to
establish head temples in Jeju, but dharma propagation centers could be built on the island as
branches of head temples from other regions after having received permission to do so from the
Joseon Chongdokbu (Japanese Government-General of Korea). 52 such centers are known to have
been approved and built on Jeju before the liberation of Korea, and they served as branches of
nine different head temples - Girimsa, Daeheungsa, Baegyangsa, Beopjusa, Bongeunsa, Seonamsa,
Haeinsa, Wibongsa and Hwaeomsa. Among these, Wibongsa, Baegyangsa and Daeheungsa were
most commonly registered as head temples. This is the reason that a considerable number of the
Buddhist statues from the Joseon Dynasty in Jeju were transported to the island from South Jeolla
Province. Documents such as the Gwaneumbosal Gaegeum Barwonmun (Prayer for the Regilding
of a Gwaneum Bodhisattva Statue), written in 1925, are important sources of information on the
transitional process covering the creation and original enshrinement and subsequent transport and
re-enshrinement of Buddhist statues in Jeju. Further collection and analysis of such documents will
offer an exciting opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the significance of the transport

and restoration of Buddhist statues in the history of Buddhism.

Keywords: Jeju, Buddhist statues in the late Joseon Dynasty, Buddhism in Jeju, statue re-

enshrinement
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Abstract

Modern Buddhist Painting in Jeju and
the Gwaneumsa Hubuldo

Lee, Seunghui(Duksung Women's University, Research Professor)

The practice of Buddhism in Jeju suffered such a decline after the destruction of temples on the
island in 1702 by the island's magistrate, Lee Hyeong-Sang (1653-1733), that late Joseon Dynasty
Buddhism on the island can be said to have been almost non-existent. The revival of Buddhism
in Jeju took place during the Japanese occupation of Korea. Beginning with the rebuilding
of Gwaneumsa Temple by the female monk (bikkhunu) An Bongryeogwan in 1908 and the
subsequent active propagation of the religion by such figures as Kim Seok-Yun, An Do-Wol and O
I-Hwa, Jeju entered its modern period.

The Buddhist paintings in Jeju that have been transmitted to us from the past were all created
on the island during the Japanese colonial period or imported from mainland Korea. This paper
provides the results of an examination of 12 modern Buddhist paintings in Jeju. More than half of
these paintings were brought to Jeju from the Korean peninsula. Five of the paintings were directly
created by the leading monk-artist Ilseop and his disciples following their arrival in Jeju. Most of
these paintings were made by the monks while visiting the island in 1940 and 1941. Ilseop and
his disciples are representative monk-artists of the modern period who painted in the tradition
of Yakhyo and Munseong, who were primarily active at Magoksa Temple. Ilseop established a
modern Buddhist painting training center at Buyongsa Temple in Gimje, where he was active in the
education of disciples and other activities, and his modern artwork has made immensely significant
contributions to the modern practice of Buddhist painting.

The Gwaneumsa Hubuldo is a Buddhist painting that clearly exhibits the religious characteristics
of modern Buddhism. The illustration at the bottom section of the piece is labeled Ilsimsamgwando.
Ilsimsamgwan is a method of contemplation that has long been emphasized by the Cheontae-jong
order of Korean Buddhism. Iisim (—[)» one mind) is a term that refers to the concept of all things
being contained within the mind. Another painting created in the same theme of the Gwaneumsa
Ilsimsamgwando is the Simusa Ilsimsamgwando, which was enshrined in the Seolbeopjeon (Teaching
Hall) at the Bulgyo Jungang Pogyo (Dharma Propagation Headquarters) in Seoul in 1921. It
was painted under the supervision of Lee Hoe-Gwang, a pro-Japanese monk. Lee Hoe-Gwang's
Buddhist elder brother Lee Hoe-Myeong was appointed as the first president of the Jeju Bulgyo
Hyeophoe (Jeju Buddhism Association) in 1924 and participated in the propagation of Buddhism in
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Jeju along with monks from Gwaneumsa Temple. O I-Hwa was a monk who became fully ordained
as a Buddhist monk under Lee Hoe-Myeong, and as the second person to hold the position of chief
monk of Gwaneumsa Temple led the creation of the Gwaneumsa Ilsimsamgwando. So the depiction
of the concept of contemplation (ilsimsamgwan), in the Gwaneumsa Ilsimsamgwando was due
to the connection between Lee Hoe-Myeong and O I-Hwa, who developed a relationship during
their time spent promoting Buddhism in Jeju. Although there are differences in iconography, the

Gwaneumsa Ilsimsamgwando belongs to the ideological tradition of the Simusa Ilsimsamgwando.

Keywords: Buddhist painting in Jeju, modern Buddhist painting, Geumyong Ilseop, Gwaneumsa

Temple, Gwaneumsa Hubuldo, llsimsamgwando
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Abstract

The Establishment of Dharma Propagation Centers
in Jeju in the 1940s and the Buddhist Temple Work
Performed by Geumyong Ilseop

Kim, Younghee(National Museum of Korea, Curator)

The monk-artist Geumyong Ilseop (1900~1975) was a modern-era creator of Buddhist statues
and Buddhist paintings who spent about 7 months on Jeju Island between April 1940 and July 1941,
where he engaged in a total of 34 projects for the preparation of temples at 9 different locations. The
fact that Ilseop was active across the entire nation in the early 20th century yet spent such a long
time creating Buddhist artwork in just one region attests to the very high demand for such Buddhist
temple work in Jeju at the time.

In 1940, when Ilseop began his work in Jeju, Buddhism was undergoing a revival on the island,
with the religion taking new root in the culture. Buddhism had almost disappeared in Jeju by
the end of the Joseon Dynasty, but the foundations for its rediscovery were laid along with the
construction of Gwaneumsa Temple in 1908. Following this, the propagation of Buddhism began
in Jeju when temples and dharma propagation centers received official recognition from the Joseon
Chongdokbu (Japanese Government-General of Korea) following the enactment and enforcement
of the 1911 Sachal-ryeong (Temple Act) and 1915 Pogyo-gyuchik (Regulations on the Propagation of
Religion).

The Pogyo-gyuchik prescribed the conditions that must be met to establish a missionary
center. They included the basic demands that the organizations owned land and buildings, and
had missionaries working for them, but did not state that the centers were required to have
sacred images for worship. Nevertheless, the dharma propagation centers established in Jeju
helped Buddhism gained a strong foothold on the island, with hundreds of new believers joining
each center, and as the numbers of new adherents increased, new temple halls were built to
accommodate them for participation in Buddhist services and special ceremonies. Along with
the new halls naturally arose a demand for sacred images to serve as the object of worship. The
ability to create new sacred images was also tied to the improved financial situation of the dharma
propagation centers thanks to the many donations received from their followers.

The artwork created by Ilseop in the 1940s at temples in Jeju displays the unique characteristics
of modern Buddhist art and contains meaningful examples of the development of Ilseop's own

personal style. He created iconography for the enshrinement of Buddhist statues and paintings at
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dharma propagation centers. The centers included one or two temple halls at the time, in which
Ilseop performed Buddhist worship, gave lectures, and conducted ceremonies with a variety of
purposes, such as yeonggacheondo (prayer for the spirits of the deceased). The sacred images to be
enshrined in the halls required a comprehensive, all-inclusive approach in order to suit a variety
of purposes. Ilseop developed and implemented a creative way of presenting many different sacred
images in a single scene, and this feature of his work presents an opportunity for its application
at modern dharma propagation centers, and allows for the expansion of research into Buddhist
paintings and statues. The elements of Ilseop's artwork enshrined in Buddhist temples in Jeju
display the conscious choice of expressive means in his later period, and are an important part of

the period when he began establishing his own unique style.

Keywords: Geumyong Ilseop, Jeju Gwaneumsa Temple, Jeju Wondangsa Temple, Jeju Jeonggwangsa
Temple, modern Buddhism, modern Buddhist art, dharma propagation centers, Pogyo-gyuchik -

Regulations on the Propagation of Religion
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